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Schlesinger, Arthur Jr. 
The Coming the New Deal 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 669p. $6.75. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—January 


The series The Age Roosevelt Arthur Schles- 
inger, Jr., fulfilling its early promise becoming 
extremely valuable asset not only 
libraries but for personal libraries well. 


The author the well known history scholar who won 
the Pulitzer Prize for his The Age Jackson. addi- 


tion writing brilliantly the field history, also 
elps make history actively participating politics. 


1952 and again 1956 was one the leading 


ghost-writers for Adlai Stevenson. this series has 
demonstrated great intellectual honesty his thor- 
oughly objective manner reviewing great events. The 
multi-volume biography Franklin Roosevelt 
Frank Fredel fuller account F.D.R.’s personal 
and political life, but Schlesinger writing accurate 
description the broader events and personalities that 
were the revolutionary Age Roosevelt. 


Like the first volume the series, The Crisis the 
Old Order, this second book, The Coming the New 
Deal, divided into several topical sections. Each 
the eight sections can stand alone definitive essay, 
source material for lectures, and separte read- 
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ing assignment both the college and graduate levels. 
The eight topics are “The Fight for Agricultural Bal- 
ance”; “Experiment Industrial Planning,” the story 
the N.R.A.; “The Economics Nationalism,” 
account the London Economic Conference and the 
only reference foreign policy; “The Cry the 
Streets,” concerning federal relief, public works and 
social security; Battle for Public Development,” 
about the T.V.A., the C.C.C. and rural poverty; “The 
Transformation Labor Movement,” about the 
Wagner Act and the emergence the C.I.D.; “Resur- 
gence the Right” because banking and stock ex- 
change regulation, and the “Evolution the Presi- 
dency,” account F.D.R.’s personal system oper- 
ation, his relations with his immediate subordinates 
and his methods administration and control. 


each section the general topic developed largely 
description the people involved, their personali- 
ties, views and relations with one another, and the 
chief factors the determination particular policy 
decisions. The analysis the personalities F.D.R. 
and his associates the master key the whole vol- 
ume and precisely this respect that even the 
staunchest opponents the New Deal should pause 
respect the objectivity the author. Brief but accurate 
description given the less easily admired char- 
acteristics. are told the tremendous protection 
given Henry Wallace his admiring staff cover 
his personal quirks and lack administrative ability 
and the origins, nature and perspective the Com- 
munist Party members the Agriculture Department. 
the description the N.R.A. are told General 
Hugh Johnson’s administrative incapacities well 
his enthusiasm, energy and knowledge. The account 
the London Economic Conference does not spare 
Raymond Moley, the first chief braintruster, his 
differences with Secretary State Cordell Hull. The 
first Roosevelt Director the Budget was Lewis Doug- 
las, who shared F.D.R.’s early conventional attitude 
favoring retrenchment government spending. The 
split between Douglas and the president clearly 
spelled out with the reversal this policy Roosevelt 
his support the liberal spending programs his 
associates, with Douglas winning the honors for per- 
sistency The Klux Klan background 
Senator Hugo Black given the description the 
Black Committee and its role the Air Force fiasco 
flying the mails. 


The peculiar characteristics F.D.R. are especially 
well described the last section. Essentially F.D.R. 
portrayed artist who deliberately struck poses 
please the public and placate his subordinates 
when wanted them stand alone against heavy 
public criticism their particular programs. Deliberate 
deception indefinite statement was trick used con- 
stantly. Roosevelt’s whole approach the Presidency 
was not that dogmatist skilled scientist, but 
that real artist. presided over changes that, 
while revolutionary, were substantially always under 
control seeming confusion, superb modern artist 
fast-changing modern world. 


This book, which deals only with the early years 
Roosevelt’s presidency, selection the Book-of-the- 
Month Club. should also the selection every 


institutional libary and every reader with interest 
either contemporary events recent history. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Anderson, Cdr. William R., with Clay Blair, Jr. 
Nautilus North 
World. Jan. 5,1959. 239p. $3.95. (1) 


Nautilus North more than story voyage that 
will probably take place history with those the 
first circumnavigation the globe Columbus’s 
covery America. story scientific and mili- 
tary cooperation; long, painstaking preparation and 
planning; human ingenuity, perseverance and accom- 
plishment; failure well success. opera- 
tion such magnitude with many unknowns could 
reasonably expected succeed the first attempt. 
success was attained the third try 
able. 


The book also sad commentary the vaunted 
“freedom the press,” which, period when the 
nation’s prestige was low point, forced the expendi- 
ture time and effort and the money that went 
into that time and effort order prevent the gentle- 
men the Fourth Estate from getting any word 
what was being planned. The necessity for “avoiding 
another Vanguard fiasco” was apparent all con- 
cerned. 


Sailors have dreamed for centuries “Northwest 
Passage” across the northern top the world. When 
the proposal for subamrine passage under the polar 
ice-cap was presented President Eisenhower was 
enthusiastically received. And “Operation Sun- 
shine” was born. 

The Nautilus, first our nuclear-powered submarines, 
was given the assignment. Greatest credit for the 
achievement goes, course, her captain, Com- 
mander William Anderson, U.S.N. But the voyage 
could never have been made without years research 
and study special instruments developed for the 
purpose hand. 

Little was known polar conditions. Much the 
available “information” was conflicting, not actually 
contradictory. How deep was the water? thick 
the Did icebergs, with their tremendous sub- 
merged masses, drift through the ice pack? These 
were but few the momentous questions which 
depended the success failure the venture. 


Four civilians were among the 116 men who made the 
trip. One was Dr. Waldo Lyon whose Submarine 
and Arctic Research Division the Naval Electronics 
Laboratory San Diego had been studying the 
tionship the submarine the sea since 1940. The 
others were assistant for Lyon and two technicians 
watch over the newly installed inertial navigator. 


The authors give good picture life aboard 
marine, the plans and preparations for the under 
taking, and the two unsuccessful attempts 
the final success voyage. 


well worth reading, interesting well instruc 
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tive, and leaves one with feeling pride for the 
accomplishments his fellow Americans. 


Moses, 
Captain, U.S.N. (Ret.), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Gary, Romain Lady 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 275p. $3.50. 


(Literary Guild Choice—January 


macabre and witty conceit the plot this new 
novel from the pen the author last January’s 
extraordinarily good novel, The Roots Heaven. 
light-hearted and improbable tale that serves not 
merely entertain, but give author Gary opportunity 
poke amused fun European society and philo- 
sophically idealistic revolutionaries who love mankind- 
and despise individual men. reveal the 
denouement would unfair, sense, the 
reader, even though the practiced will have guessed 
the secret Lady L’s summerhouse half way through 
the story her life which, her eightieth birthday 
and threatened with the loss her beloved summer- 
house the encroachments new highway, she 
feels compelled confide the doddering septuage- 
narian poet laureate who has been her admirer for 
decades and whom she calls “Silly.” His name Sir 
Percy Rodiner and progressively more and more 
shocked learns that his beloved beautiful Lady 
outrageous phony, far her supposed lineage 
isconcerned. That she had been born Annette Boudin 
disreputable section Paris and that she had been 
rescued from the life streetwalker affluent 
racketeer who had become fascinated follower 
wild-eyed and intense but handsome young man who 
preached advanced form anarchism. Alphonse 
Lecouer and Armand Denis played Pygmalion make 
Galathea Annette, that she could introduced 
into wealthy circles and there serve spy and in- 
former, set for the anarchists robberies which 
would furnish them the funds for buying bombs 
assassinate the tyrant-rulers. Armand becomes the love 
Annette’s life, but when she finally understands 
that she will always have rival the revolution, she 
marries fabulously wealthy Dicky, Duke Glendale, 
and when dies few years later inherits his estates 
and preserves his art treasures, his gardens, all the 
things had loved during his unconventional life. 


Perfectly home both English and 
grounds, Gary has provided the kind extrava- 
ganza one feared had disappeared from the earth. Lady 
outrageously incredible Auntie Mame, but 
with more dignity and adroitness than Mame possessed. 
Her adventures are gaudy, but without the boisterous 
bumptiousness, and there more innate mischief 
Lady than Mame would capable of. The satiric 
undertones will delight adult readers for whom Lady 


Durrell, Lawrence Esprit Corps 
Dutton. Jan. 13,1959. 104p. $2.75. 

Subtitled “Sketches from Diplomatic Life” 
trated with drawings Vasiliu, this collection 
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eleven tales about adventures and misadventures 
some British members the Corps Diplomatique, for 
the most part what now Yugoslavia. Antrobus, 
somewhat stereotyped stuffy Britisher and career 
officer the Foreign Office, tells most these tales 
Durrell who was formerly press officer with the 
legations. ‘The Ghost Train,” first the group, 
uproarious account overnight journey elabo- 
rately carved and painted special train provided take 
the diplomatic corps from Belgrade Zagreb for the 
celebration Liberation Day. There’s another which 
relates the fate picnic aboard raft the River 
Sava when the raft’s moorings are cut and the whole 
Belgrade diplomatic corps floating inexorably toward 
the sea through dangerous rapids. The effect 
Americanese proper bureaucratic British, Scotch 
whiskey Japanese ambassador who thought was 
drinking sake, baptism batty old butler the 
legation, are among the other episodes which are all 
distinguished some excellent writing constantly 
lighted flashes wit and wonderfully fresh phrases. 
Light stuff, sure; but good fun. 


Caldwell, Erskine Claudelle Inglish 
Little, Brown. 208p. $3.75. (IIb) 

slight and somewhat meretricious novel, Erskine 
Caldwell’s most recent excursion into the rural areas 
the deep South merits few plaudits from readers 
reviewers. Claudelle the only daughter Clyde 
Inglish, tenant farmer for Lightsy Hushour, and his dis- 
satisfied wife, Jessie. has been nice girl, 
quiet and obedient and well-mannered, until long- 
awaited letter from Linn Varner with whom she has 
exchanged vows faithfulness until returned from 
his stint the Army, tells her that going 
marry another. That news upset Claudelle that 
overnight she becomes the town’s boldest seductress, 
attracts young men from round about, accepting gaudy 
“presents” exchange for her favors, ruins the domestic 
happiness the store-keeper and the parson, and sparks 
fight between local lad and man from the county 
seat which ends the brutal murder the local boy. 
Meantime, her mother Jessie, having used Claudelle 
stir the passion Lightsy, widower, maneuvers 
herself into place his mistress and leaves the simple 
but honest Clyde. top everything off wild burst 
melodrama, the parson kills Claudelle and himself 
just before Linn returns home announce change 
heart. The style commonplace the setting and 
one has the deepseated suspicion that first novel 
unknown author, Claudelle Inglish would have 
hooted out any publisher’s office first reading. 
But because memories Tobacco Road and God’s 
Little Acre, neither which were any great shakes 
literature, this may have brief stay best-seller lists, 
predictable are the tastes the immature adults and 
arrested adolescents who buy this sort thing. 


Terry, The Deadly Lady Madagascar 


Doubleday. Jan. 15,1959. 264p. $3.75. (IIb) 


the brawling 1700’s young Richard Douglas wanted 
thousand pounds finance the study Admiralty 
Law coupled with his marriage Scottish Annie Sin- 
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clair and fell readily with Sir Luke Metcalf’s 
proposition that sign sail the stoutly-armed 
merchantman Pilgrim Venture from New York 
Madras, abandoning ship Madagascar enlist the 
pirate band Red Carter. Carter had been dismissed 
from the East India Company when Sir Luke’s investi- 
gations had convicted him mulcting the company 
millions and since that time had taken special delight 
preying upon the company’s ships. This was 
Sir Luke’s gambit trap and destroy him. And the 
Venture sailed from New York with Douglas com- 
mand, Sir Luke disguised invalid and the mys- 
terious Senhorita Damao passenger for India. 


Dick prepared jump ship off Madagascar the 
crew mutinied and seized the vessel under command 
Bonni Carter, alias Bonita Damao. Bonnie, course 
was Red’s daughter, replacing the son never had 
and trained deadly pirate lady. Dick Douglas 
entered heartily into the rewritten drama, even aban- 
doning thoughts Annie, when found himself cap- 
tured consort for Bonnie but solely provide 
heir for the Carter kingdom. Taking the pirate oath 
sailed command ship against the commerce 
the Grand Mogul prove himself fit consort for 
Bonnie. Returning the pirate base they were mar- 
ried only have Bonnie fall love with Dick and 
abandon her father’s plan. Metcalf returned with 
fleet wipe out the pirate lair and was destroyed; but 
Red Carter died the process. the pirate band 


disintegrated Bonnie gave Dick chance for his freedom 
sailing secret isle the South Seas; followed 


her the alleged Paradise; the story ends. 


This rather thin and superficial tale adventure 
and romance with both characters and action suffering 
from the weakness plot, background and writing. 
tends glorify piracy, exalt the biological aspects 
love and rather amoral tone. such should 
not injure adult readers but certainly deserves active 


recommendation. 
Wolf, Ph.D. 


Updike, John The Poorhouse Fair 
Knopf. Jan. 12,1959. 185p. $3.50. (IIb) 


John Updike’s first major piece fiction novelette 
the field gerontology. Set remarkably credible 
poorhouse central New Jersey, through almost 
plotless series episodes associated with the institu- 
tion’s annual fair explores the psychology the in- 
mates they rebelliously preserve the few shreds 
dignity that poverty and old age have left 
them. 


prefect, Conner, has succeeded regime 
tolerant incompetence; for all his laziness, however, 
predecessor Mendelssohn kept his charges happy 
letting them their own ways. Conner’s efforts 
efficiency and sympathy invariably are interpreted 
institutionalizing their lives and, though well motivated, 
create hostilities which reveal that old people are still 
people and they resent youthful innovation, patroniza- 
tion, and assaults their individuality. 


About dozen characters are used develop the cen- 
tral impression, all strikingly developed dramatic 
means: meddlesome Hook, 94, former teacher mild 


Best 


manner but immovable attitudes and officious 
Lucas, Conner’s despicable but indispensable informer, 
crude, rough, foul-mouthed Gregg, whose loud 
garity conceals four-flusher but tyrannizes more timid 
spirits; Hay, who laughs everything, including Gregg, 
the latter’s exasperation; Mrs. Martin, who makes 
quilts and feels disappointed when they are all sold 
because she then reverts nonentity; Amy Mortis, 
whose goiter the main fact existence; Elizabeth 
Heinemann, wondering she will ever see again; and 
several workers whose eccentricities quite match the 
oddities their associates. 


Fair day—a Conner project—gets off bad start when 
the group discover the prefect has attached name tags 
their chairs. Intended give sense 
ship, the device instead taken another means 
herding them into regulated pattern. Whipped 
Gregg’s scornful profanity, they welcome the rain 
later frustration Conner’s plans. When 
livery truck knocks down portion the entrance and 
the men are set work clearing the debris, all the 
repressed resentments climax impromptu stoning 
their superior that instigated Gregg. 


retreats baffled defeat, Conner abandons his 
program befriending people who want nothing more 
than independence and dignity. The band arrives, the 
rain abates, and the fair goes conclusion amid 
snatches from many lives the public who attend it. 
These vignettes show strikingly the kind variegated 
backgrounds that make the world: people planning 
vacations; the bold impudicity girls and their boy- 
friends; homeowners discussing the cost living; and 
thousand other suggested personal insularities that poor- 
house people want preserve just their younger 
counterparts. 


Though Updike’s style and occasionally experimental 
technique might disconcerting some, vicarious 
visit the fair will consume only short evening and 
should prove thoughtfully enjoyable most mature 
readers. Gregg’s talk and two brief indecorous passages 
further indicate adult public. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Bartholomew, Cecilia The Risk 
Doubleday. Dec. 285p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Dave Miller was God-fearing, conscientious employee 
California laboratory, engaged government work. 
lived happily pleasant suburb with his wife, 
Kate, and their two children, Roger and Francie. 
was the envy less fortunate co-workers. 


But the peace the Miller home shattered the 
suspicion—a suspicion flamed irresponsible neigh- 
bor—that Dave’s slight association with Ben and Rita 
Jones, neighbors who had invoked the Fifth Amend- 
ment, made him security risk the Lab. The Millers’ 
peace shattered because Dave questions and doubts 
his own integrity. becomes his own enemy. 
tells his wife: “You’re only half right, Kate, when you 
say have conscience. the accuser, but I’m 
also the accused, both the same time. And 
the real reason why feel guilty.” Moreover, shares 
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the responsibility others. wonders about the 
Joneses; wonders everyone treated with justice 
and tolerance. Perhaps because Jew, Dave 
wants share every accusation. His friend Mac tells 
him that “You Jews are always worrying about things 
like that, dying and persecution.” the worry 
that might guilty, the deliberate search for the 
slightest traces guilt, work upon Dave. The un- 
founded suspicions weaken his integrity and destroy his 
own self confidence, that one who was certainly not 
risk his nation has become risk himself. Even- 
tually his conscience tortures him terribly that 
state nervous exhaustion, killed auto- 
mobile accident. 


Filling out The Risk are lesser plots revealing the side 
effects the personal relationships the Miller family 
with neighbors. The children are generally baffled 
the meanings the prejudices that move their elders. 


Although the novel primarily study Dave Miller’s 
collapse, loses none the realism life itself, for 
Mrs. Bartholomew her best recording the in- 
timacies family life. Adult readers will find The 
Risk absorbing picture the tragedy that strikes 
patriotic family when blind neighbors see red. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


White, Robin Elephant Hill 


Harper. $3.50. (Ila) 

The plot this novel simple and flimsy. Beth 
Sumner thirty-five and unmarried. Since she has 
been treating her ill father and placing his health before 


all else, her suitor abandons her and marries another 


woman. Beth forced resign her position 
schoolteacher. Her father dies and, lonely and un- 
happy, she decides travel India visit her sister 
Agnes who married American missionary. 
Agnes and her husband have adopted native boy who 
the illegitimate son Mr. Alagarsami. The latter 
has attempted claim his son, and litigation and bitter- 
ness has resulted between the missionaries and Alagar- 
sami. Beth meets Alagarsami, who although forty years 
old still dominated his mother and his uncle. 
Beth and Alagarsami are attracted each other and, 
after number misunderstandings, they declare their 
love and the story ends happily. 


This novel which reminiscent the Helen Trent 
“soap woman over thirty-five find 
romance?” She can and does. Although this book 
won the Harper Prize Novel Award for 1959, evinces 
little the way special talent. sure, Elephant 
Hill workmanlike job. reads easily; pleasant, 
inoffensive and highly romantic. typical the 
fiction which found most our slick magazines. 
the type novel you immediately forget about 
after reading because superficial and without any 
unique elements style, thought, character delinea- 
tion. Even the attempts humor—for example, Ala- 
garsami’s endeavors break his mother’s 
uncle’s domination—are obvious, have been done 
many times before, that the reader not stirred. 
summer hammock reading, perhaps, this book might 
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pass few hours innocuously, but permanent 


value. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Snow, The Search 
Scribner. Jan. 342p. $3.95. 


The Search was originally published England 1934 
but Snow has been urged friends revise the 
work and bring date, the premise that “non- 
scientific readers should given the chance know 


The author’s friends were too optimistic for his readers 
will learn more about the scientific experience than 
they knew before. they are curious about the private 
lives some scientists they will learn that these gentle- 
men have religious beliefs practices, that they 
find time for amorous adventures, that they are en- 
vious one another, that they sometimes publish 
false reports rather than admit failure. 


The author admits that The Search partly autobio- 
graphical, and does appear that the career Arthur 
Miles, the book’s main character, parallels that Sir 
Charles Snow. Arthur Miles, born about the turn 
the century, evinced early interest science. His 
father could give him little help but means schol- 
arships the young man got through the University, be- 
came physicist, specifically Crystallographer, (one 
who classifies crystals according form, structure and 
properties), eventually landed Cambridge Fellowship. 
highly successful piece research nearly brought 
Miles top honors but the discovery error had 
unwittingly made invalidated the entire report, and 
disheartened him that abandoned science for litera- 
ture. Thereafter Arthur Miles dedicated himself 
the task explaining scientists lay readers. 


Sir Charles has had career science, now devotes 
himself fiction and literary criticism. During the past 
twenty years has published sequence novels 
entitled Strangers and Brothers. Like the hero The 
Search wants acquaint his readers with that 
strange and wonderful breed men who give them- 
selves scientific research all-out effort under- 
stand the structure matter. Whether the lay reader 
will profit this acquaintanceship another question. 
Sir Charles shows his man science work and 
play. The playtime activities are especially non-scien- 
tific. Miles lived concubinage for four years with 
woman who thought proposal marriage would 
forthcoming. When, eventually, she married col- 
league Miles was greatly incensed such perfidy. 


The scientist work more inspiring but for 
different reason. The scientist work different 
from the plumber work are not permitted 
look least over his shoulder and conjecture about the 
nature the problem that engrosses him. mis- 
take assume that the non-scientific reader cannot 
understand what the scientist driving at. will 
not know the procedures but can know what needs 
demonstrated. And book like The Search 
have any significance all must stimulate the 
reader’s interest letting him know what interests 
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the scientist. This Sir Charles fails do, and 
likely that the 1958 revision will more satisfactory 
than the edition 1934. 

James McDonough, 

St. John College, 

Clevenland, Ohio 


Baily, Joseph Moment Impact 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 1959. 243p. $3.95. (IV) 
The Moment Impact centers about the Speedway, 
eight-lane highway that divided Island, 
which there church, apartment house, wrecking 
garages, and number cafes and night clubs. 
principal character George Jason, the owner the 
Island. his younger days had been racing hero, 
but fateful night his wife was killed speeding 
driver and himself had been smash-up which 
his fellow-passenger and the husband his mistress, 
Mrs. Watson, died instantly. was sentenced 
year jail for reckless driving. later develops that 
was also responsible for the death his wife, al- 
though did not realize the time. 


prison had almost decided sell the Island, give 
Mrs. Watson, and get clean start elsewhere. But 
his first day home convinced him that could 
neither. His problems, however, were means 
over. Two opposing groups once appeared: the 
owners the night clubs wanted buy the Island 
that they could tear down the church and apartment 
house and build new and larger places amusement; 
the other was headed pugnacious Protestant minis- 
ter and tried prevail upon him not only leave 
things they were, but even build new place 
worship. The struggle between them ends five days 
later dramatic climax. 


Joseph Baily, former correspondent Stars and 
Stripes and now editor Spokane, Washington, 
has written vivid story the American craze for 
speed and the disaster that inevitably follows. But this 
the only praiseworthy thing that can say about 
this novel. contains many suggestive scenes and allu- 
sions, and cannot recall book with more profanity 
than this one. You can certainly better things with 
your time and money than spend them Moment 


Impact. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Beaumont, Charles The Intruder 
Putnam. 320p. $3.95. (IV) 

Any thinking Christian knows the only possible stand 
can take prejudice, against whom may. 
Unfortunately, however, not always act accord- 
ing our principles. This book deals with one its 
ugliest forms: segregation. 


Ostensibly, Adam Cramer nice, attractive young 
man, who arrives the southern city Caxton, just 
the high school about integrated. Quietly, 
swings into deadly action prevent this happening. 
The usual idiot fringes the population unwittingly 
become his dupes and aid his purposes. Supposedly, 


BesT 


working for SNAP (Society National American 
Patriots) organized Washington. Actually, 
ing put into practice the political theories learned 
from Max Blake, brilliant eccentric northern 
university. 


For some the citizens, Adam acts catalyst, show- 
ing them the erroneous stand they had previously taken 
this issue. One these the dedicated newspaper- 
man, Tom McDaniel. While his sixteen-year-old daugh- 
ter Ella finds the twenty-four-year-old Adam fascinat- 
ing, Tom surreptitiously starts investigation 
Cramer’s background. reveals much. 


Griffin, prostitute-going-straight, married genial 
Sam Griffin, also finds the newcomer attractive, for 
slightly different reasons. Her husband helps accom- 
plish Adam’s downfall, after discovers his adultery 
with his wife. 

How the town comes its senses, before murder 
done; how the persecuted Negroes feel throughout this 
ghastly time; how Cramer’s deserved disgrace brought 
about—all this told. 

one believe Mr. Beaumont’s own words, had 
excellent motives for writing this book: “It 
earnest prayer that this book will make bit more 
difficult for the Adam Cramers the world 
ceed; also wish that, when segregation 
longer burning issue, people whose spirits have been 
crushed will find sentences some small conso- 
lation.” 

Unfortunately, his purpose has not been fulfilled. Said 
sentences are smeared with smut (injected sell- 
ing point?) render the book almost unreadable. 
Laced with unforgivable words, totally extraneous 
the story, will prove nauseating the sensitive reader. 
This not realism; ruthlessly revolting rot. With- 
out this, the book’s “message” might have given im- 
portance; although the style just mediocre. 


Too bad the author saw fit set his gem truth— 
which needs telling—in setting tawdry beyond 
words. One becomes more than impatient with writers 
who present sex-on-the-half-shell appetizer 
otherwise tempting meal. Regrettably, this one 
heartily not recommended. 


Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Jones, James The Pistol 
Scribner. Jan. 12,1959. 158p. $3.00. 


This recent emanation from the pen James Jones 
small thing—a novelette—a short novel one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight page distance. Like almost all 
Jones’, the style crisp. Unlike almost all Jones’, 
pistol—nothing more and nothing nobody 
comes near being shot. This reader thinks that one 
imaginative word picture Pfc. Richard Mast being 
sliced the Japanese Major with his bejeweled 
Samarai the while Mast, imaginatively watching piece 
piece his very own body falling his side, 
most worth the price admission. 


the technician writing this novelette excel 
lent clinical specimen pin-point disciplined writ 
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But apart from this doesn’t make for interest. 
doubt whether there’s enough material furnish 
passable half hour show. 


Meighan, 
New York, New York 


Rayner, Valor 


Holt. Jan. 5,1959. 188p. $3.00. 

Commander Rayner has established himself 
rather noteworthy author the sea. Valor 
moves into the area land combat, and sets out 
analyze mythical tank battle between two forces 
unknown war. most unusual, because not 
only the story the battle told, but there told also 
the story the battle might have been fought 
the advice the men the front were listened to. 
And this the particular gimmick that makes the book 
noteworthy and most controversial. 


Brigadier Crockford given problem meeting 
enemy who moving under cover darkness. 
must sacrifice platoon hold the front until the 
enemy’s movement can met, and sacrifices the 
platoon. The enemy then met and repulsed. But 
his men have become something other than soldiers 
the winning the battle, and you know has lost 
the war. Then the story goes back new decision 
sacrificing the platoon. defended, reinforced, 
and saved. More lives are lost along the other fronts 
the battle, and the battle can hardly called vic- 
tory. But the men come through with eyes shining, 
and you know that this battle the seed the 
winning the war. 

like the idea. The book very well written and 
should read many. But most certainly look 
with the most profound misgivings upon the theory that 
you can refight the old battle which was won show 
how splendid defeat might have saved all. like 
Dunkirk. But I’d rather have been German there 
the beach. 


Austen, Jane 
The Watsons (continued and completed 
John Coates) 

Crowell. 318p. $4.00. 


John Coates has made another attempt—the third 
record, according his own testimony—to finish this 
novel once begun and abandoned Jane Austen. 
Such continuation must inevitably something 
tour force, but Mr. Coates has done commendable 
Job. His novel times pedestrian, lacks some 
the strength and neatness good Austen, but 
close enough Jane concept and execution merit 
the attention the lady’s many devotees. 


the fragment left behind her, Miss Austen intro- 
duced most the main characters and briefly described 
most the others; but obvious that she had only 
begun the portrayal her people and the action the 
book indicated only general way. does seem 
clear, however, that she intended her impecunious 
Emma Watson interest, and interested by, both 
Lord Osborne and his tutor, Mr. Howard. The com- 
are John Coates’ contribution. shows 
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Emily—as calls the heroine—responding part 
Lord Osborne’s suit but unable give him her heart 
because she hoping win Mr. Howard. Howard 
diffident, however, and Emily reduced painful in- 
decision. Then her honesty makes her decide not 
keep the nobleman suspense; she refuses him, only 
find him easily consoled his growing love for her 
sister Penelope. happy discovery the motives for 
Mr. Howard’s coldness sets all right and, true Aus- 
fashion, the Watson girls get their proper hus- 
ands. 


The most questionable part Mr. Coates’ develop- 
ment the character Penelope. makes her per- 
fectly charming. She purely his creation, and good 
piece work. She may radically different from 
what Miss Austen intended her be, but then she 
may not; who knows? One thing does seem certain, her 
repartee would little beyond Jane’s scope. Pene- 
lope has certain amount twentieth-century wit, 
but even Austen fans will admit that she more in- 
teresting for it. 


Where Mr. Coates falls short Miss Austen some 
the narrative passages. recites detail length 
and without emphasis. says too much that un- 
essential or, least, gives too many details one 
level, without the due subordination that makes narra- 


tive sprightly. 
William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Rasmussen, Gerhard Leave for the Captain 
Crowell. 154p. $3.00. 


This war story, based report Sir Winston 


Churchill, translated from the Danish Savill. 


great deal England’s naval losses were due 
new type mine constructed Germany and sown 
liberally throughout the shipping lanes. When one 
the mines was washed shore and inspected 
mine specialist, blew him 
nately, two more mines were washed ashore close 
each other. Colonel Cardigan selects two Britain’s 
best mine men work the monsters, Mike Kingston 
and Jack Harrison. Both are married and Mike’s child 
has just been baptized; his father, Captain Kingston 
some sort disgrace with the top brass for blindly 
following orders during the retreat from Dunkirk and 
now lives stupor whisky and can longer 
depended upon for deactivating mines. Captain King- 
ston the classic tragic father Greek epics and 
English sagas who lashes his conscience with fear and 
guilt until his life ends heroic note. knows 
who should handling this dangerous assign- 
ment, not his son. seems doomed complete 
failure, while his son will probably die trying find 
out what makes this type mine tick. Mike, happily 
married June, wears his father’s disgrace about his 
neck like albatross. 


Jack Harrison, the other hand, married Gill 
who used lead rather wild life before her marriage 
but, now settled down and devoted, fears she may lose 
her husband this dangerous mission. Tension mounts 
taut twanging bowstring the reader follows the 
deadly step-by-step technique taking the mine apart. 
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The two work apart from each other, each one 
the huge gleaming spheres, communicating telephone 
each step the process that one makes the fatal 
mistake, the other will not make the same one. The 
ending rare modern books and older adolescents 
and adult readers will find their hearts beating bit 
faster they read this thrilling and true story mines 


and men. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.S.F., 
Our Lady Good Counsel S., 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Etheridge, Willie Snow Summer Thunder 
Coward-McCann. 319p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Mrs. Etheridge has written novel about the first 
decade the founding Georgia; the principal story 
line follows colonial maid through romance with 
husky young boat captain who, being devoted fol- 
lower James Oglethorpe, always around when any- 
thing noteworthy happens. 


The romance Heather and Bart flourishes and 
flounders pretty much relations between the 
colonists and Oglethorpe. When the colonists com- 
plain that the weather necessitates the use African 
slaves and their thirsts need rum, Heather sympathizes 
with her family and fellow colonists. Bart, however, 
sides with his employer and hero, Oglethorpe, who was 
responsible for the outlawing slavery and rum (which 
lasted until 1747). though, General Ogle- 
thorpe’s valiant efforts protect Georgia from the 
Spanish show Heather (and the colonists) that Bart 
wasn’t too wrong after all his hero worshipping. 


The novel written competently Mrs. Etheridge, 
who has been chiefly noted writer travel books. 
times the action burdened extraneous events 
such sadistic whipping and drunken orgies, which 
though they certainly could have happened, leave some 
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characters stranded among the lines the plot. Yet 
Mrs. Etheridge does remarkable job using 
characters—not only Oglethorpe, but the Methodist 
preachers, John and Charles Wesley and George White- 
field, well William Stephens, the second governor 
Georgia. The Methodist preachers fare none too 
well Mrs. Etheridge’s characterizations, especially 
Whitefield, who founds the first orphange but treats 
the orphans decidedly shabby manner. Colonel 
Stephens also suffers, but more account his son 
who not only becomes the extra man lovers’ tri- 
angle with Heather and Bart, but turns out 
very nearly agitator helping the Spanish disrupt the 
very colony his father soon govern. 


This historical verisimilitude, does not offend 
Methodists and Georgia patriots, will make the story 
good reading for those interested the history 
Georgia. However its emphasis some unsavory 
moral behavior colonials, well liberal use 
profanity and great emphasis passion romance 
precludes its use for school-age students, however appro- 
priate the historical material may be. 


Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Vegh, Elizabeth Knot Roots 
Random House. Dec. 314p. $3.50. 


This novel with very little plot. The author obvi- 
ously trying show how the lives negro and white 
man are related. Their two worlds meet, this story, 
when negro man and rich white woman, widowed, 
both seek fuller lives country suburb New York 
City. The theme interesting but not well de- 
veloped. Golder, the negro, works for the widow, 
Mrs. Simms, serves her faithfully for several years until 
she dies. then left care for her home until 
sold. the course this period are introduced 
the widow’s uninteresting, stereotyped relatives and 
friends; Golder’s wife, mother-in-law, and son. The 
mother-in-law dominates her daughter and, after the 
death Mrs. Simms, forces her return the city 
and work and finally die. Golder and his son remain 
the simple country home they have built and, the 
last page, Golder ruminates (as does throughout the 
book), “Bad time ahead him with Lukey, anybody 
could see that. Bad time with himself. But they’d get 
along.” 


Knot Roots mediocre fare for those adults who 
will read anything fill time. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Chamberlain, Anne The Darkest Bough 
Bobbs, Merrill. 180p. $3.00. (IIb) 


finely written and unusual novel involving the effect 
charming but unscrupulous stranger upon family 
group small town this and worthy note though 
the note tardy. 


Grandmother Cavenner almost helplessly crippled 
with arthritis and confined her bedroom the 
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second floor the nearly century-old Cavenner house 
Rupert Street, once the fashionable avenue where 
the town’s wealthy lived. Her granddaughter, Bitha, 
ninteeen, but older than her years because, since she 
was twelve when her parents were killed accident, 
she has had care for her mentally deficient brother 
Morgan. For the past two years she has had the added 
care her grandmother. Both have promised that 
Morgan must not sent institution; but Morgan 
growing physically, fourteen years age, and too 
big for Bitha handle alone, particularly when 
begins running out night. Reluctantly they decide 
they must employ man watch Morgan. Angelo 
Dalton, remote cousin, appears providentially and 
proves great success with Morgan. But doubts about 
Angelo’s intentions grow Grandma’s mind Bitha’s 
doubts are dispelled romance with Angelo. The 
denouement deserves left for the reader dis- 
cover. Logical enough, comes with crash. Adults 
who appreciate something different and well done will 
relish The Darkest Bough; and just might put 
into play form. 


Bass, Robert 

Holt. Jan. 7,1959. $4.50. 
This book study the life and campaigns 
Brigadier General Francis Marion the South Carolina 
militia. The author has done creditable job bring- 
ing life the career the popular hero the Revolu- 
tionary exploits have captured the 
imaginations generations Americans, this 
book will welcomed his admirers. Mr. Bass, 
native South Carolina, began research his subject 
over thirty years ago, but deferred publication until 
should have the opportunity reading the unpub- 
lished correspondence Lord Cornwallis. His biog- 
raphy relies heavily such documentary sources. 


The first chapter Swamp Fox briefly summarizes the 
ancestry and early years Marion. The last chapter 
tells his life State Senator, his retirement from 
public life after the admission South Carolina the 
Union, his declining years plantation owner, and 
his death. The intervening sixteen chapters cover the 
military career the general who rose from private 
the command brigade. Marion’s humane qualities 
and genius tactician and leader men are under- 
lined throughout. The ill-feeling which existed be- 
tween the regular Continental army and the state 
militia, and which occasioned Marion some unpleasant 
moments, echoed many Marion’s letters his 
superior, General Nathaniel Greene. The biographer 
likewise brings out the frustration which Marion’s elu- 
caused among the ranks the enemy. 


The author provides notes either the foot the 
the end the book, and that respect does 
Not write careful historian. However, the lack 
sources somewhat compensated for 
closing chapter which discusses his sources, 
although with only general reference his text. The 
well-indexed and includes two maps Marion’s 
area the endpapers. Throughout the book man- 
ages give Marion’s position least once every three 
ays, spite the fact that the Swamp Fox not 
man keep with. short, this book can 


Swamp Fox 
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recommended all admirers this brilliant guerrilla 
leader. Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 

St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
St. John, Robert 


Ben-Gurion: The Biography Extra- 

ordinary Man 
Doubleday. Jan. 336p. $3.95. 
Although not Jew, Robert St. John, the distinguished 
foreign correspondent, commentator, and author, 
recognized authority Jewish affairs. His book Shalom 
Means Peace, has been hailed the finest piece re- 
porting non-Jew the creation Israel. Now 
Ben-Gurion: The Biography Extraordinary Man 
exhibits the virtues skillful journalistic writing: 
directness, vitality and lucidity. Reading the book, you 
feel assured Mr. St. John has studied all the pertinent 
speeches and documents, interviewed the people who 
are position know Ben-Gurion best, and drawn 
his diversified experience men and affairs through- 
out the world give his work balance and perspective. 
This wealth research material has organized into 
intriguing portrait Ben-Gurion, and the process 
has recounted the perilous history the state Ben- 
Gurion helped create. 
The astonishing singleness purpose many men 
many nations which eventually brought Israel into exist- 
ence perhaps best exemplified the Polish Jew, 
born David Green, who worked young man 
farm Galilee, took the Hebrew name Ben-Gurion 
(Son Lion), rose from the ranks the world 
Zionist movement, and finally became the undisputed 
leader the establishment, defense, and government 
the country serves today Prime Minister. Ac- 
cording St. John, Ben-Gurion’s life has been domi- 
nated three basic ideas: there must Jewish 
state Palestine sanctuary for the persecuted Jews 
the world; there must Jewish armed force 
geared defend Jewish lives and possessions Pales- 
tine; this state must the seed-bed specifically 
Jewish national culture. Once when addressing group 
American editors, Ben-Gurion said, “Israel has 
long history four thousand years, and something 
that lives the hearts its people. think not 
only matter persecution, but also spiritual need. 
not sure that all the 102 people who came 
your country the Mayflower were refugees. They 
had ideal building free country new land. 
the same way many came here without perse- 
cution. have spiritual urge live free, full, 
Jewish life.” Ben-Gurion has spent his entire life wag- 
ing unrelenting battle get these ideas accepted 
first the world Zionist movement, and then the 
United Nations—in the face fierce British and Arab 
resistance. 


Mr. St. John gives vivid picture the embattled Ben- 
Gurion action. His commanding vision, his deeply 
felt sense history, and his iron determination quest 
his objectives are equally highlighted. His pursuit 
knowledge unending. man widely varied in- 
terests, has somehow maintained incredible read- 
ing schedule despite his official duties, and has sedu- 
lously cultivated the habit picking the minds the 
most intelligent men encounters. 
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This ably drawn, warmly sympathetic study 
truly extraordinary man. But before the reader can 
share Mr. St. John’s unqualified enthusiasm for the 
man, will want more detailed information Ben- 
Gurion’s basic theory government, the scope the 
state’s powers and its responsibilities its citizens and 
the other nations the world. 


Understanding the complex Middle East and its prob- 
lems unquestionably difficult task. There are those 
who deny the right Israel exist. But the fact 
remains that the existence Israel progressive and 
increasingly successful nation one the basic realities 
the situation there and cannot ignored. Mr. St. 
John does the reader immense service illuminat- 
ing the career and the personality the man who per- 
haps better than anyone else typifies the essential spirit 
the world-wide movement that has given birth 


the modern state Israel. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Astor, Mary Story: Autobiography 
Doubleday. Jan. 332p. $3.50. (IIb) 

There will many who will want read the life story 
glamorous (and high-priced) movie queen. 

the author points out, she was never star, matter 
what degree excellence, popularity financial suc- 
cess was attained. There are many who will revel 
the hectic adventures seemingly-moneyed 
ence. There are many who will dismayed, aggra- 
vated, annoyed, and revolted disclosures and re- 
membrances glamorous career the films, movies, 
and TV. There are few who will recall with emotion 
and pleasure the actresses’ characterizations the 
theatre world. 


This story mixed emotions. Born mid- 
Western farm, the author became victim her 
parents’ desire promote the attractive youngster 
the stage. Neither parent etched with loving kind- 
ness the remembrance book. Neither are many stars 
and lesser known acquaintances the book progresses. 
twenty, she was pampered mountebank, too young 
and inexperienced exercise any control over her emo- 
tions and career. The difficulties were many: stormy 
love affairs, unpleasant revelations the dregs, scandal 
headlines, unceasing hi-jinks, and personal problems 
maintaining disciplined balanced artistic career. For 
this was angel who looks homeward Story. 
desperate straits, Mary approached Catholicism, 
aided actor friends and various members the 
clergy, notably, Father O’Dea Santa Monica. 
was hit-or-miss type activity, until circumstances 
sent her Monsignor Devlin Los Angeles; and, 
finally the chairman psychology Loyola Univer- 
sity, the Reverend Peter Ciklic. Through his ministra- 
tions, Mary learned the values her new religion and 
strength purpose for her new life. part the 
treatment, the postulant was asked write down the 
details her life and career. The pages were ulti- 
mately returned her with suggestion that she convert 
the rambling memories into this book. 


Necessarily, names the great and near-great the 
theatre world, beginning with John Barrymore, are 


SELLERs 


sprinkled generously throughout the book. Thus 
becomes record sorts; one person’s story relation 
stories other movie-capital players. The 
ships Ruth Chatterton and Auriol Lee; the crushes, 
the romances, the marriages Jack Barrymore, Ken. 
neth Hawks, Manuel Campo, and Ferris Hall; 
coteries star names from every movie lot; the hys 
terics, the agonies, the scandal headlines court 
cases; they are all there, faithfully and minutely 


The fifteenth and final chapter Story sum- 
mation reasons for printing the story. has 
aspect apologia pro sua vita and adds tinsel 
touch unpleasant history our times. 


Judson LaHaye, 
Drama Department, 
Montebello, California 
Buckmaster, Maurice They Fought Alone 


Norton. Jan. 256p. $3.95. 


Because was fluent French and because became 
clear least one far-seeing officer the Military 
Intelligence Office Britain, Maurice Buckmaster was 
assigned head Special Operations Executive 
(French Section) and remained its mastermind through- 
out the rest the War. task was recruit and 
train men dropped behind the lines France 
and work with and direct disruptive operations against 
the occupying German forces, even the point 
enlisting the cooperation patriotic French 
ists blowing their own plants which were manv- 
facturing materials strategic the German strength. 
Full stories that may sound improbable the reader 
today, some fifteen years after the events, this book 


tells only part the history the underground 


undercover war against the German Armies 
pation which reached large scale proportions 1943 
and 1944 and which, General Eisenhower once said, 
helped shorten the war Europe nine months 
Those who relish true adventure and the thrill 
trigue will find this more than satisfying. 


Casson, Lionel The Ancient Mariners 
Macmillan. 286p. $5.95. 


history seafaring and seafighting the 
ranean from the earlist Phoenicians and Egyptians 
the time the Roman Empire, this fascinating and 
highly readable account that will enchant all sailors 
and entertain the general reader. supposes some 
knowledge history the part the reader, but that 
not serious inconvenience, for author Casson has 
skillfully woven his scholarship into literary fabric 
which informs goes along. Supplemented 
Table Dates, Selected Bibliography, Glossary 
Greek and Latin Nautical Terms and good Index, 
this will valuable addition any library and wil 
likely rated for the Naval man. 


Sutherland, Halliday 
Devin-Adair. 1958. 184p. $3.75. 


don’t understand why how this book ever camé 
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disjointed and utterly boring. The best part the 
the title (what delightful picture the words 
Journey” conjure for those who have 
traveled Ireland!). But the title misnomer. The 
book would better entitled “The Ramblings Hal- 
Sutherland.” 


Let’s take typical chapter, Chapter VIII. The author 
begins telling little about the Legion Mary and 
the Legion’s work with prostitutes Dublin. Then 
are given the laws regarding prostitution Ireland. 
From there the White Slave traffic India 
and are given longwinded story connection with 
same. Then hear story abtu Francis Thompson 
and prostitute. After that comes story about 
London policeman and prostitute. Then hear 
how the author, losing one his patients, retired 
bar and met lady there who told him there was 
tomorrow. This last mentioned episode took place 
London also. Irish journey? 


Halliday Sutherland criticizes the reviews his book 
Irish journalists. says his main criticism was 
directed against the Irish clergy and that this part 
his book was ignored. Halliday Sutherland may know 
evils Ireland which should exposed, but 
not think his views are worth mentioning. will 
wait until learns how express them. 

Mairin Elias, 

Cranford, New Jersey 


Stopp, Frederick 

Evelyn Waugh: Portrait Artist 
Little, Brown. Jan. 254p. $4.00. 
Frederick Stopp, Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 
Doctor, has taken upon himself one the most subtle 
and complex tasks face any critic modern litera- 
ture, the task evaluating some sort compre- 
hensible frame reference, the work Evelyn Waugh. 
Waugh one the most talked about, one the most 
damned and praised authors our century, but 
doubtful that any other author completely un- 
known Waugh. His personal life has somehow 
come through only the form unsubstantiated 
stories and rumors. have small collection these 
myself. 


For the first time, therefore, some the elements 
which make Waugh are spelled out, and there 
the beginning some sort frame within which 
see this writer. Against such background biog- 
the individual works Waugh are dissected 
and evaluated. There neater frame reference 
here for the process tying the works together, and 
there comes through sort continuity which makes 
sense. Stopp’s evaluation there comprehensible 
Progression Waugh from his first brilliant satiric 
works his last puzzling entry, from Decline and Fall 
The Ordeal Gilbert Pinfold. But not alto- 
gether sure that Stopp’s evaluation will hold the 
seems that Stopp much too pre- 
occupied with the problem finding significance 
the work Waugh, and astonishingly reluctant 
spot what appear some essential weaknesses 
Waugh. also seems that Stopp missing 
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much the sheer glee Waugh—I sure will 
deny it—or least his book missing the essential 
glee Waugh. think that Vile Bodies savagely 
satiric, but think also tremendously funny. This 
book does not make appear so. And also with 
the other books. you have read Waugh, and have 
enjoyed the immense and biting humor the man, 
here excellent work which see that 
significance Waugh may more than you had 
spotted first. But you have not read Waugh, this 
book would not sell you any such program. 
well written, most completely documented throughout, 
and with very intelligently put together Index. The 
structure the book slightly unusual, but thought 
was most defensible. 
O’Gorman 


Powell, S.J., John Stranger Your Door 
Bruce. Jan. 3,1959. 120p. $2.50. (I) 

the introduction this book the author says: “Do 
not read these pages. Study them, think them, think 
around and beyond them. Turn whatever thoughts 
you find over and over prayerful consideration.” 
With this sets the stage for 120 page meditation 
what styles the claims Christ and the claims 
His Church. 


Stranger Your Door thought provoking little 

volume presenting the 20th century reader the chal- 

lenging question one which Our Lord put His 

Caesarea Philippi: you say that 
am?” 


brief summary Stranger Your Door presen- 
tation Our Lord’s claim Divinity foretold 
the Old Testament and proven the New Testa- 
ment. This followed the statement and proof 
the claim that the Roman Catholic Church the 
Church founded Christ and the only valid Church. 


any Catholic this little book wonderful refresher 
course some very fundamental doctrines the Cath- 
olic Faith. any intellectually honest seeker in- 
formation about the Catholic Church this book pre- 
sents modern style the reasons the Catholic has for 
holding his Faith and for resting calm and confident 
that possession truth and certitude. 


Father Powell’s style may questioned some who 
would wish more scholarly presentation. these 
could say that such works are readily available. 
the author’s credit, opinion, the fact that 
carries through the approach mentioned the start 
the book, the attempt provoking thought lead 
the reader his own conclusions. 


You will not easily read this entire book one sitting, 
because many times you will want pause “think 
around and beyond” what presented. 


Stranger Your Door suited for General Reading. 
will anyone good read it. One proof-reading 
lapse page 93, where something omitted, the 
only mechanical flaw noted. Librarians: This 
good one. Buy it! 

Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 
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Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 
Crossen, Kendell The Big Dive 


Dutton. 191p. $2.95. (I) 


Many alert reader will recognize the basic facts 
around which Mr. Crossen has written his latest 
thriller: The strange purpose and disappearance 
England’s famed frogman, Commander Crabb, when 
was sent Portsmouth Harbor, England, in- 
vestigate the underwater surfaces the Russian cruiser 
which brought Khruschev and his gang thugs the 
British Isles. one knows (or admits) just what 
Crabb was supposed doing (with his aqua lung 
equipment), acting mysteriously anonymously. 
Rumor had that was apprehended Russian 
aqua men and murdered. 


Mr. Crossen has taken this situation names have 
been changed protect the innocent!”) and has Major 
Kim Locke Central Intelligence—but acting 
strictly free-lancer this episode—getting the bot- 
tom the skulduggery before the Russians can 
mur “Nyet, Tovarich!” This ridiculously implausible 
but delightful escape fiction. Don’t wish the Rus- 
sians were this incompetent! 


John Coppinger, 


Elmhurst, Illinois 


Johns, Motive for Murder 
Washburn. Jan. 190p. $2.95. (I) 


When Peter West murdered Paris, his brother 
Tony told there seemed motive. But it’s 
obvious that Peter’s odious companions—three petty 
thieves and murderers, his discarded mistress, his former 
wife—could have found reason him in. But the 
actual denouement makes one wonder Mr. Johns’ 
intention was not much mystery was tour 
Paris. the latter succeeds admirably; and his 
witty dialogue more than makes for the somewhat 
palliative ending. 


Pargeter, Edith The Assize the Dying 
Doubleday. Dec. 192p. $2.95. 

For literary casuists: when novelette not long 
short story? Here have two novelettes, the titled 
one and second, “Aunt Helen.” The first far 
the cleverer the two—in conception (if not execu- 
tion): condemned man demands divine justice the 
Highest Court, The Assize the Dying, and 
the foreman the jury, the prosecuting attorney, the 
presiding Judge and the real murderer stand trial 
before the Judgment seat God. It’s unfortunate 
that this novel idea does not find the dramatic and 
dynamic development richly deserves. But the 
effort worth your time and attention because Edith 
Pargeter writes lucid and precise prose slightly Vic- 
torian but admirable style. ‘“Aunt Helen” unin- 
spired reworking the iron hand the velvet glove 


theme. 
J.M.C. 


Waugh, Hilary The Girl Who Cried Wolf 
Doubleday. Nov. 30,1958. 192p. $2.95. 

This mystery that suffers from, what call, schizo 
phrenic plotting: the author doesn’t 
clear whether (?) intends write 
adventurous melodrama cum romance whether 
(?) will give mystery about kidnapping. The 
very unsatisfying experience—especially, too, when 
there are abortive, half-hearted motions toward the 
overt brutality Mickey Spillane the hard-eyed 
private investigation Raymond Chandler. 


Graaf, Peter Daughter Fair 
Washburn. Dec. 17, 1958. 224p. $2.95. 


imagine you look upon private investigators, American 
brand, who work London, with about the same 
picion with which look upon them. This one disap. 
pointed me; was quite good. Joe Dust the private 
eye the case and gets involved with case 
missing girl. She considerably less interesting than 
her father this case, and the story becomes fairly 
well written novel, not only suspense, but also 
darn good characterization. enjoy it. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Buchanan, Freda 

The Land and People Scotland 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1958. 128p., photogs., map. $2.95. 
(Portraits the Nations series) 
Scotswoman writes affectionately and glowingly 
her native land, surveying its history from glacial periods 
the present, stopping for chapter each 
burgh and Glasgow, the Orkney and Shetland islands, 
and the Hebrides, then looking into such facts agri- 
culture, fishing, industry, recreation, food (she 
edges not outstanding), tartan and kilt, flags and 
coats arms. Necessarily selective, the book never- 
theless very informative its details, 
realistic its presentation. Youthful readers who have 
known the country only through stage stereotypes 
through the dour Covenanters surrounding Mary Queen 
Scots, even through Scott’s novels, will gain new 
perspective early, Catholic, Scotland, and the 
Stuarts, well modern, adaptable Scotland, busy 
pulling herself her industrial bootstraps. 


Clarke, Arthur Voice Across the Sea 
Harper. Sept. 1958. 208p., photogs. $3.75. 


graphic description the hazards and problems 
transatlantic cable laying, and tribute the men who 
courageously and persistently labored for years make 
their ideas work, risked fortunes, and finally brought 
about the present day world-wide submarine system 
communication. After tracing the work the 
Field, Thomson and others, well the 
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procedure the actual cable laying for the first tele- 

aph service, the author proceeds radio-telephone 
and finally the almost impossible achievement 
direct telephone service, completed 1956. final 
chapter projects the reader into the future when there 
may system communication involving the use 
artificial satellites. Most informative and fascinating 
this reader the second part the book where the 
author explains the construction and use submarine 
repeaters, the magic radio, radar, TV, transistor 
radios and other electronic devices. stresses 
the importance scientific research whereby many 
the scientific marvels are accidentally born, and 
gives entertaining account researchers work 
Bell Telephone Laboratories New Jersey. 


Written competent scientist and writer, the book 
though slow reading the start not too technical for 
the general reader and will certainly enlighten many 
accustomed accepting these services and devices 
necessities our American way life. has definite 
appeal for anyone interested electronics and should 
helpful high school physics students. Indexed. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Colbert, Edwin 

Millions Years Ago; Prehistoric Life 

North America 
Illustrated Margaret Colbert. 
1959. 153p. $2.75. 
The Curator Fossil Reptiles and Amphibians the 
American Museum Natural History tells the junior 
high group how fossils are recovered and identified, 
and describes the fishes and animals which have in- 
habited our continent from Devonian times the com- 
ing man, 10,000 years ago. Beginning with the 
astracoderms 300 millions years ago, works his 
way through the amphibians 200 million years ago, 
the dinosaur age, the coming the mammals, and the 
appearance man America during the ice ages. 
Cautious his statements, the author does not attempt 
trace the development any form life, man in- 
cluded, from earlier forms, though occasionally 
points out relationships. Nor does assign specific 
reasons for the disappearance various forms. His 
text simply presented, with pronunciation given for 
unfamiliar words, and with mild attempt procure 
action hypothesizing conflicts between certain species. 
This particularly true his account the early 
Florida Indian. very important part the book 
the illustrative work Mrs. Colbert, without which 
Most young readers would still left ignorant the 
appearance the forms described. Sometimes, these 
illustrations come page two after that part the 
text which describes them, minor irritation which 
the reader easily adapts. The intellectually curious 
will find the book rewarding. 


Henry Steele The Great Declaration 
Drawings Donald Bolognese. Bobbs. Nov. 1958. 
112p. illus. $2.75. 

the main, this book consists excerpts from certain 
ocuments and complete duplicates others which 


Crowell. Jan. 15, 
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pertain the critical period that led the writing 
and adopting the Declaration Independence. Thus 
have Benjamin Rush’s pen pictures some the 
Founding Fathers; the Proclamation Rebellion, 1775; 
the Congressional Olive Branch Petition, also 1775; 
George III’s Proclamation the American Rebellion; 
excerpts from Tom Paine’s Common Sense; and many 
letters from prominent individuals relative the politi- 
cal scene, before are given the original version 
certain passages the Declaration itself, passages which 
were altered before the document was signed. 
ducing the documents the author’s brief analysis 
the causes the Revolution, and accompanying indi- 
vidual documents are his pithy comments conditions 
and people that gave them birth. Perhaps the most 
interesting section the dispassionate, two-page analysis 
the Declaration itself. Pen drawings and reproduc- 
tions contemporary woodcuts and paintings bring the 
period home the reader, the endpaper drawings 
American military uniforms the time. This 
excellent supplementary material for the sparse para- 
graphs, plus appendix, the textbook that comprises 
most young people’s acquaintance with the paper which 
the author calls “the most important document 
modern history.” 


Hive Bees 
Doubleday. Nov. 26, 1958. 


Crompton, John 
180p. $3.75. 

With urbanity and gentle wit, former big game hunter 
describes his experience beekeeping after retired 
Kentish farm. His African adventures caused him 
detest the bee, but after bought hive order 
pollinate his appletrees became ardent con- 
vert. His enthusiasm reflected his writing, 
discusses apian history, robber bees and hive looting, 
the life cycle the queen, workers and drones (both 
the honey bee and the bumble bee), bee sicknesses, 
and bee enemies (their name legion and man the 
most devastating them all). confesses his 
Introduction, the “book mixture experiences, 
impressions, and speculations well bare facts 
about bees. not textbook; there are tips for 
commercial beekeepers and biological data for stu- 
dents.” Nevertheless, good many interesting facts 
come out, both about the insect became enthusi- 
astic about and about the writer himself. This reader 
particularly enjoyed his observation about the role 
played the queen bee: “It must admitted that 
ruthless female dominance has brought the social in- 
social insect high state efficiency, but let those 
our women who would like copy them remem- 
ber that, did, women, well doing the domi- 
neering, would have all the work. Personally 
would not mind this; would not mind being domi- 
nated could put feet and just wait for the 
next meal.” 


Daugherty, Charles 

Wider Than the Sky; Aviation Career 
Oct. 1958. 158p., photogs. $2.95. 

spite the subtitle, this book more overview 
current flying progress than career book. The first 
its chapters review flying from the days the 
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Wright Brothers future prospects space flight. 
The final chapter very briefly considers the various 
types engineers concerned with craft building and 
flying, the technicians various specializations, the air- 
lines’ employees flight operations, maintenance, com- 
munications, office and sales, and finally federal per- 
sonnel the Services, Administrations, and Agencies. 
Though readable and enlivened good photographs, 
the occupational material does not seem adequate, and 
the historical material not new. 


Debutante Hill 


Duncan, Lois 
(Winner the 


Dodd. Oct. 13, 1958. 212p. $2.75. 

Seventeenth Summer Literary Competition) 
Rivertown’s society lived the Hill, and its young 
people, while attending public school, generally kept 
together, joined the same clubs, and stood apart from 
the rank-and-file students. Lynn Chambers, pretty and 
popular, belonged this clicque. her senior year 
she was invited participate Rivertown debutante, 
new project planned scheming mother foster 
social activities for the latter’s unpopular daughter. 
Forbidden take part her father who thought the 
idea undemocratic, Lynn lost out with her set. She 
cultivated classmate from less fortunate social 
stratum, dated the latter’s rough, belligerent brother, 
Dirk, generous effort help him, and found his 
friends, the places frequented and himself below her 
standards. Christmas, when her own boy friend re- 
turned from college, she was stunned left sitting 
home while Paul escorted the unpopular daughter 
the project-organizer all the festivities. But 
the time the Presentation Ball the spring, Lynn 
had learned the truth about the debutante project, had 
cleared the misunderstanding with Paul and, with 
his help, had solved the school robbery and cleared 
Dirk and herself complicity it. The book over- 
emphasizes the all-too-prevalent goal many high 
school steady and being popular. The 
author’s efforts present favorable case for the people 
unlucky enough not live the Hill are not con- 
vincing, nor are the characters this somewhat shallow 


story. 
Frances Dowling 


Robert 
Have Space Suit Will Travel 
Scribner. Oct. 1958. 276p. $2.95. 


From the opening sentence, “You see, had this space 
suit,” the close, threw his face,” this good 
fun. Told with humor and light touch, adverting 
several contemporary situations (poor school cur- 
ricula, flying saucers, soap-wrapper contests, soda jerk- 
ing) and highly original its plotting two young 
earthlings captured galactic villains and judged 
galactic justice, entertaining and little simpler 
read than some the author’s earlier tales. 
Better than the entertainment the idea happily put 
across that learning satisfaction the learner and 
can achieved independently school, however 
hard the going may be. Almost significant the 
suggestion that mankind may not civilized com- 
parison with the standards other planets. The story 
concerns high school graduate, yearning for trip 
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the moon, who wins soap contest consolation 
prize slightly used space suit, prepares sell for 
the cash take him college, accidentally tunes 
the frequency kidnapped, precocious, 10-year. 
old girl, and with her swept another galaxy, 
There race non-humans intent upon destroying the 
world captures the two humans and with them kindly 
other Thing from superior breed creatures the 
Vegan galaxy. Re-taken the Vegans, the boy and 
girl find themselves under judgment the 
tives the human race, trial determine whether 
the earth shall rotated out its axis and the race 
thus destroyed. Much action, good suspense and enough 
wonder elements make even the greediest space fan 
happy, plus two likeable young people, complete the 
tale. 


Menninger, William G., and others 

Blueprint for Teen-Age Living 
Sterling. Dec. 18,1958. illus. $2.95. 
Largely excerpted from nine pamphlets earlier pub 
lished Science Research Associates, the nine chap- 
ters this book retain the authors and separate topics 
and individuality the earlier publications. Thus, 
Dr. Menninger discusses emotional maturity the basis 
growing and finds that the capacity love and 
give others the most important single indication 
maturity. William Henry analyzes techniques 
discovering what one’s personality may be, but without 
indicating what should be. Similarly, Smith 
reviews many schools thought with respect 
sonal philosophy life (Buddhist, hedonist, Epicurian, 
Aristotelian, Stoic, Skeptic, Socratian and Christian) 
and suggests that differences are healthy, only truth 
must agreed upon everyone, and that the indi- 
vidual should choose the philosophy which best fits 
his goals life. Later chapters honesty, alcohol, 
narcotics, social conversation, dating and good grooming 
are more forthright their distinctions between the 
acceptable and the disapproved custom. All the writers 
are successful meeting the adolescent his own 
level and maintaining conversational approach 
which both meaningful and easy follow. one 
accepts the basic values underlying the pleasant reason- 
ing, the discussions should prove helpful the 
ager coming know himself and the way should 
go. But going steady, blind dates, the casual 
night kiss are considered fundamental rather than 
ventional matters, and religion thought 
important factor teen-age life, then this not 
good buy. 


The Loyal 
Knopf. Oct. 20, 1958 


Peart, Hendry 

Illustrated Richard Powers. 
207p. $3.00. 

When, after their Anglican, Loyalist father’s death, 
14-year-old Strafford Lord Winterhall and his 10-year 
old brother Lovel came under the guardianship 
Roundhead brother-in-law, life became grimmer 
both the stubborn, hot-headed older boy and for his 
sunnier brother. Rebelling against dour Puritan tut 
who birched hard taught, the boys fled to? 
hiding place their old home, there encountered 
Uncle Charles,” long refugee from Puritan 
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power, but were forced return their brother-in- 
law’s home when Lovel became ill and the uncle was 
captured while trying bring doctor. Later, the 
boys were successful freeing their uncle from prison, 
considerable danger themselves and their guardian, 
but understanding major-general Cromwell’s 
camp let them off all penalty except for sound swinge- 
ing for Strafford his brother-in-law’s hands. 


The various characters are lightly but individually 
sketched, the Puritan brother-in-law made just, hon- 
est, friendly man, rather more kindly than Puritans are 
commonly depicted. Atypical, also, seems the light 
punishment rendered for treasonable offence, even 
though committed young boy. Greatest interest 
for Catholic readers will probably the discovery that 
Anglicans suffered cruelly under Cromwellian rule 
did members the Mother Church. The story 
marches good pace and there enough detail 
about 17-century England make come alive, though 
came surprise this reader learn that Puritans 
indulged satins, velvets, taffetas, laces, plumes and 
ribbons. 


Ross, Frank, Jr. Automation, Servant Man 
Lothrop. Oct. 212p., photogs. $3.00. 


Considering the complexity the subject, the author 
has performed admirably concise job tracing the 
history automation from the invention the wheel, 
the spiral screw, Vinci’s work hydraulics and 
Dutch engineers’ improvement the windmill, down 
the electronic giants which sort freight cars, tool 
engine blocks and fractionate oil, stopping along the 
way consider the growth mechanical computers 
from abacus and quipu Erma, the banker’s new 
friend. But the book still calls for close reading, since 
much the terminology and many the ideas 
are unfamiliar. example, discussing the two 
types computing machines, analogue and digital, 
explain the latter the author must first make clear 
the binary arithmetic system. But even the principles 
and processes are not completely understood, the mar- 
vels automation come through clearly: mechanical 
output vast scale such lowly occupations 
baking cookies, canning and packaging foods, air- 
line and railroad ticket sales, bowling alleys, tele- 
phoning and language translation, well the more 
spectacular activities centering around weather fore- 
casting, peacetime uses atomic energy, warfare and 
defense, steel production, and many others. For the 
future, sees cleaner, less dangerous work for the 
mass mankind, more comfortable homes, push-button 
cooking, marketing home, electronically con- 
trolled driving superhighways, and more leisure 
which hopes will spent reawakening “some 
man’s creative instincts which, large extent, were 
made dormant the coming the machine.” 
abundance clear photographs interpret the 


Leo 
Lifeline: The Story Your Circulatory 
System 


Illustrated Jere Donovan. Oct. 1958. 
127p. $2.95, 
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For general science classes physiology courses, for 
interested voluntary reading, the clearly presented facts 
about the circulation the blood the human body 
makes good addition the library shelves. gen- 
eral, the book concerned with the pumping action 
the heart, and the arteries, veins, and capillaries that 
carry blood back and forth, with the make-up the 
blood, its nutritional and waste-product aspects, with 
white cells and red cells and with blood transfusions. 
These phases are not unlike what found physi- 
ology text. But the incidental descriptions 
phases such electrocardiograph, heart operations, 
the counting red and white cells, and the discussion 
blood types and why some are compatible and others 
not that make the book genuinely interesting. Easy 
reading, with homely illustrations from the life around 
us, plus cleancut drawings and diagrams, the book 
said the publishers intended for years 10-14 
and can handled interested good readers 
this age. But its facts will illuminating most high 
school readers well. 


Von Hagen, Victor 

The Sun Kingdom the Aztecs 
Illustrated Alberto Beltan. World. Sept. 29, 1958. 
126p. $2.95. 
archeologist specializing Mexican and South 
American civilizations begins his account the Aztecs 
the height their brilliant career with fairly long 
excerpt from Bernal Diaz del Castillo’s eye-witness re- 
port the Conquistadors’ entrance the Lake City. 
After which, reviewes their early history, their way 
life with respect religion, clan practices, agricul- 
ture, business and tax collecting, marriage, care the 
sick, death and belief after-life. Though there 
plot, slight story framework based the activi- 
ties 14-year-old boy keeps narrative interest high. 
Human sacrifice, when voluntary the part the 
victim, presented unselfish act; and whether 
voluntary involuntary, explained the author 
spiritual act. “Sacrifice was not murder. Man 
was only bowing the will nature. People were 
never just sacrificed for the sake the gods; every- 
thing about the sacrifice was ritual and 
book ends dramatically with the words: “On Saint 
Hippolytus Day, August 13, 1521, the last Aztec sur- 
rendered and the wonderful city Tenochtitlan passed 
away into memory.” chronological chart comparing 
events Aztec, European and other American worlds 
provided; are reading list and pronouncing in- 
dex. The narration lively; the information fascinat- 
ing and abundant. Line drawings catch the spirit 
period and place faithfully and extend the young 
reader’s comprehension. 


Ruth The Teen-Age Diet Book 


Don Trawin. Messner. Oct. 15, 1958. 180p. 


For the overweight teen-ager, the author recommends 
exercise and careful, day-by-day choice non-fattening 
foods, offering the same time certain tricks and dodges 
curb hunger (e.g., gum chewing and slow eating). 
chapter addressed parents, advice given 
attitudes toward the dieter, foods prepare for him, 
recipes and menus. longer section tells the teen- 
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ager how prepare low-calory meats, fruits, salads, 
desserts, many which are mouthwatering. Only two 
reducing diets, such, are offered, both two-day, short- 
term programs. (One calls for nine eggs daily, fact 
which spite the author’s determined elimination 
fats from the diet makes the cholesterol-conscious 
reader shudder.) Most unusual feature the identi- 
fication brand name scores popular products, 

with addresses manufacturers for few these, and 

calory-count for all. Separate prefaces two special- 
ists nutrition and one apparently pediatrics vouch 
for the reliability the material. Since the book goes 
into the psychological causes overweight and stresses 
the necessity including essentials the balanced 
diet, should welcome both the teen-ager and 
his parents. Certainly, the recipes offered are inviting, 
and the approach the problem seems sound. 


Wilson, John 
Albert Michelson, America’s First Nobel 


Prize Physicist 
Sept. 22,1958. 190p. $2.95. 


The young Nevada City Jewish boy who persuaded 
President Grant appoint him illegally Annapolis 


Messner. 
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wanted the naval education for the scientific training 
would give him. was not happy about the quality 
that training, but his standards were high 
scientific respects that few institutions teachers could 
have satisfied him. Even when, after heading physics 
departments other institutions, was put charge 
the newly established department the University 
Chicago, built according his own specifications, 
could not work with others and eventually had 
turn his graduate students over his assistant. 
fiercely did concentrate upon his chosen field that 
his first wife eventually divorced him and took their 
two sons with her that they might enter fields 
their own choice. But his achievements, particularly 
the field light, were world famous, and for them 
was honored home and abroad. Outstanding among 
these was his invention precise optical instrument 
called interferometer which measured the 
speed light, standardized the length meter, and 
measured the diameter Betelgeuse and the elasticity 
the earth. Cast readable story form, the biography 
introduces dialog freely, sympathetic toward and ad- 
miring its subject, and addition detailing his 
achievements endows him with distinct personality 
which probably accurate. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
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